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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 

PCT/FR2004/002210 



Box No. I 



Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise 
indicated under this item. 



I I This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language 
' ' which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (Rule 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (Rule 12.4) 

□ 

international preliminary examination (Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3) 



With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been furnished to the 
receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
this report): 



□ 



the international application as originally filed/furnished 
the description: 

pages 1—9 

pages* 

pages* 



as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



the claims: 



nos. 
nos.* 
nos.* 
nos.* 



as originally filed/furnished 



as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



1-17 



received by this Authority on 11 ♦ 07 .2005 
received by this Authority on 



□ 



the drawings: 

sheets 

sheets* 

sheets* 



as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ 



a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

l^^l the claims, nos. 17 

the drawings, sheets/figs 

the sequence listing (specify): ^ 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been made, since 
' ' they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

the claims, nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded " 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 


International application No. 

PCT/FR2004/002210 


Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 




Novelty (N) claims 1"16 


YES 


Claims 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) Claims 1 ~ 1 6 


YES 


Claims 


NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1 ~~ 1 6 


YES 


Claims 


NO 




2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 



Reference is made to the following documents in the 



International Search Report: 



Dl : US 2001/019992 Al (SERTAIN EMMANUEL JEAN-MARIE ET 

AL) 6 September 2001 (2001-09-06) 
D2: GB-A-2 147 287 (EMHART IND) 9 May 1985 (1985-05- 

09) 

D3: US 2002/013212 Al (COLOZZI THIERRY BRUNO JACQUES 
ET AL) 31 January 2002 (2002-01-31 ) 

D4: DE 3842 280 A (CORHART REFRACTORIES CO) 2 9 June 
1989 (1989-06-29) 

D5: US-A-4 308 067 (GUIGONIS JACQUES ET AL) 29 
December 1981 (1981-12-29) 



None of these prior art documents describes or suggests 
the subject matter of independent claims 1 , 14, 15 and 16 
of the present application, such as the deliberate 
addition of the Y, V, Ti, Sb, Yb and Na oxides in an 
amount of more than 1% by weight of the raw material 
mixture (A1 2 0 3/ Zr0 2 and Si0 2 ) in order to obatin a green 
part in the first stage. Therefore, the subject matter of 
claims 1, 14, 15 and 16 is novel (PCT Article 33(2)). 
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International application No. 

PCT/FR2004/002210 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Artide 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Following sintering, said green parts result in 
refractory parts that solve the objective problem (that 
of avoiding the formation of bubbles upon contact with 
molten glass) . The bubbling index described in table 1 
does not exceed 5 for the examples of the invention, and 
is considered to be a satisfactory value. This result is 
not obvious . 

Claims 2-13 refer back to claim 1 and therefore also meet 
the PCT requirements of novelty and inventive step. 



It is therefore considered that claims 1, 13, 14 and 16 
and the dependent claims meet the requirements of PCT 
Article 33. 



Form PCT/I PEA/409 (Box No. V) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 
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Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 



The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are fully supported by 
the description, are made: 



The formula given for calcium carbonate (cf . page 4, line 
26) is incorrect. 
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